SEMINAR N 4
Phraseology 

Topics for Discussion

1. Free word combination and phraseological word combination. The problem of definition of phraseological word combination. The essential features of phraseological units: lack of semantic motivation (idiomaticity) and lexical and grammatical stability. The concept of reproducibility.
2. Different approaches to the classification of phraseological units: semantic, functional (according to their grammatical structure), contextual.
3.
Academician V.V.Vinogradov's classification of phraseological units. The degree of idiomaticity as an essential requirement for the classification:
a) phraseological combinations;

b) phraseological unities; 

c) e) phraseological fusions.

4.
Stylistic aspect of phraseology. 

5. Polysemy and synonymy of phraseological units.
6. N.N.Amosova's concept of contextual analysis. Definition of fixed context. Two types of units of fixed context: a) phrasemes, b) idioms. Two types of idioms.
7. A.V.Koonin's concept of phraseological units. Functional and semantic classification of phraseological units.
8. Formal and functional classification.
9. Phraseological stability.
10. Proverbs, sayings, familiar quotations and cliches.
.
Tasks and Exercises
Exercise І.
Explain the meaning of the following combinations of words: a) as free word combinations and b) as phraseological units.
Be on firm ground, best man, the bird has flown, black ball, blow one's own trumpet (horn), break the ice, burn one's fingers, first night, keep one's head above water, meet smb. half-way, show smb. the door, run straight, touch bottom, throw dust in one's eyes, throw fat in the fire. 

Exercise 2.
State which of the phraseological units are a) fusions b) unities c) collocations (combinations ).
Bark up the wrong tree, air one's views, turn a blind eye to smth., to hit below the belt, to lower one's colours, to make a mistake, once in a blue moon, to make haste, sharp words, to stick to one's guns, to know the way the wind is blowing, small talk, take the bull by the horns, pull smb's leg, cat's paw, lady's man, by heart, green room.

Exercise 3.
Match the combinations on the left with explanations on the right:
1) put through
a) at the centre of public attention
2) put in a good word for  
    b) immediately or at the place of action
3) on the spot
c) connect by telephone
4) bring up
d) tolerate, endure
5) have your back against the wall e) explain or communicate clearly
6) in the spotlight
f) consider carefully, assess
7) put up with
g) recommend someone
8) put across
 h) raise, mention a matter
9)
weigh up
  i) say something irrelevant
10)
get away from the point     j) be in a difficult situation 

Exercise 4.
Read an excerpt from Professor Adam Makkai's introduction to a Dictionary of American Idioms on the problem of roots of the English language prominent idiomaticity.
"Why is English, and especially American English, so heavily idiomatic? The most probable reason is that as we develop new concepts, we need new expressions for them, but instead of creating a brand new word from the sounds of the language, we use some already existent words and put them together in a new sense. This, however, appears to be true of all known languages. There are, in fact, no known languages that do not have some idioms.
In learning idioms, though, a person may make an incorrect guess. Consider the idiom Oh well, the die is cast! What would you guess it means - in case you don't know it? Perhaps you may guess that the speaker you heard is acquiescing in something because of the Oh well part. The expression means 'I made an irreversible decision and must live with it'. You can now try to reconstruct how this idiom came into being: the image of the die that was cast in gambling cannot be thrown again; that would be illegal; whether you have a one, a three, or a six, you must face the consequences of your throw, that is win or lose, as the case may be, (Some people may know that the phrase was used by Caesar when he crossed the Rubicon, an event that led to war.)" 

Exercise 5.
In the list below find set expressions, corresponding to the following definitions.
1. Express one's opinion openly, often with the suggestion of doing so to the annoyance of other people. 2. Direct one's attack, criticism or efforts to the wrong quarter. 3. Bear the main stress or burden (of a task, contest, etc.). 4. Talk around the point instead of coming direct to the subject. 5. Fail to carry out one's promise. 6. Change ownership (generally used of a business). 7. Constantly follow smb. importunately, thrust one's presence upon smb. 8. Fail to gain any information, or achieve any result from inquiries, investigation, etc. 9. Be docile; give no trouble; do whatever smb. wishes. 10. Pay all the expenses incurred. 11. Do smth. completely; not stop at half-measures. 12. Give in, surrender. 13. Be almost decided to do smth. 14. State the real facts about a situation, guess accurately. 15. Push oneself in front of a queue in order to get on to a vehicle, or to get served with goods before one's turn. 16. Remain mentally calm, and keep control of oneself in an emergency or a difficult situation. 17. Know, from experience, the best way or method of doing something. 18. Help, assist. 19. Indulge in strong or violent language to relieve one's feelings. 20. Pass the time by continuing some kind of work or activity without getting any father in it. 21. Draw an inference from given facts. 22. Be in agreement, hold similar views. 23. Run away hurriedly. 24. Ignore smth., pretend not to see it, 25. Disclaim further responsibility or concern.
The list:
Jump the queue; bark up the wrong tree; foot the bill; let off steam; see eye to eye; air one's views; lend a hand; haul down one's flag; beat about the bush; take to one's heels; eat out of smb's hand; mark time; hit the nail on the head; keep ode's head; change hands; turn a blind eye to smth.; put two and two together; bear the brunt; know the ropes; have a good mind to do smth; break one's word; draw a blank; go the whole hog; dog smb's footsteps; wash one's hands of smth.
Exercise 6.
Find phraseological units in the sentences given below. Translate phraseological units. Compare them with the relevant word-groups. Comment upon difference between free word-group and phraseological unit. Answer the questions following:
1, I've let the cat out of the bag already, Mr. Corthall, and I might as well tell the whole thing now. 2. Suddenly Sugar screwed up his face in pain and grabbing one foot in his hands hopped around like a cat on hot bricks. "Can't we get a tram, Jack? My feet is giving me hell in these nov (new) shoes." 3. No doubt a life devoted to pleasure must sometimes show the reverse side of the medal. 4. The day's news has knocked the bottom out of my life. 5. Cowperwood had decided that he didn't care to sail under any false colours so far as Addison was concerned. 6. Falstaff... I was beaten myself into all the colours of the rainbow. 7. About three weeks after the elephant's disappearance I was about to say. one morning, that I should have to strike my colours and retire, when the great detective arrested the thought by proposing one more superb and masterly move. 8. we lived
among bankers and city big wigs.
Questions:
1.
What do we mean by the term 'fixed context'?
Do phraseological units given above belong to 'phrasemes' or 'idioms'?
2.
To which group do these phraseological units belong if we follow V.V.Vinogradov's classification?
Exercise 7.
In the following sentences, there is an idiom in bold. Decide on the key word, then look in your dictionary to see if you are right. Suggest a non-idiomatic variant.
1. Don't believe what he said about Trish. He was talking through his hat. He doesn't even know her.
2. Come here! I've got a bone to pick with you! Why did you tell Anne about ken and me splitting up? I told you not to tell anyone.
3. I don't think correct spelling is terribly important, but my teacher has a bee in his bonnet about it. If I ever make a spelling mistake, he makes us write it out twenty times.
4. Ford Motors have a new saloon car in the pipeline, and it will be revealed for the first time at next year's Motor Show.
5. You have to be careful with sales people. They have the gift of the gab. Suddenly you can find you've bought something that you really didn't want.
6. The company has put forward many reasons why it can't offer a substantial pay rise. The reason, in a nutshell, is that the company is very nearly bankrupt.
7. - I met a man called Anthony Trollope.
-
Mmm. The name rings a bell, but I can't put a face to it.
8.
- Come on, John! Who is right, me or Peter?
- 
Don't ask me to decide. I'm sitting on the fence.

Exercise 8.
Determine which of the underlined word-combinations are phraseological units.
1. Where do you think you lost your purse? 2. When losing the game one shouldn't lose one's temper. 3. Have a look at the reverse side of the coat. 4. The reverse side of the medal is that we'll have to do it ourselves. 5. Keep the butter in the refrigerator. 6. Keep an eye on the child. 7. He threw some cold water upon her. Wake up. 8. I didn't expect that he would throw cold water upon our project. 9. The tourists left the beaten track and saw a lot of interesting places, 10. The author leaves the beaten track and offers a new treatment of the subject. 11. I don't want to have a bushman's holiday. 12. Let's stretch a point for him. 13. The weak go to the wall. 14. She looks as if butter wouldn't melt in her mouth.
Exercise 9.
The following expressions can help you to describe people. Think literally and figuratively of people who
have head for heights
have got light fingers
are feeling under the weather
spend money like water
have got ants in their pants
have good ear for music
are in the red
have recently been given the brush off by somebody
easily fly off the handle 

Exercise 10.
Study the following expressions. What classification would you apply to them?
Dutch feast
Dutch courage
Dutch wife
Dutch bargain
French window
French disease
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