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Christmas: images
and symbols in

Ukrainian literature



Vertep is a group of performers, often
dressed in traditional costumes, who

present short plays or scenes that depict
the Nativity story

Atheistic Soviet state severely persecuted
religion and the associated elements of
culture, and by 1930s the tradition of

Christmas verteps was virtually
eliminated.

Christmas in Ukraine: vertep  



Christmas in Ukraine: Christmas Eve   

Christmas Eve, known as "Sviaty Vechir" in
Ukrainian, is a special and cherished time in

Ukraine, filled with unique traditions and customs

The images of traditional Ukrainian Christmas in
literature: Mykola Hohol and his story “Christmas

Eve“ or “The Night Before Christmas“



Christmas in Ukraine: kutia  

Kutia is a ritual dish made from boiled
wheat, honey, poppy seeds, and nuts. It
holds a symbolic meaning, representing

the unity of the family.

In some regions of Ukraine there is a
tradition to bring kutia to your godparents

on Christmas Eve. This tradition can be
seen in Olena Pchilka's short story “The

Embarrassing Supper”.


















